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General Information

Overview
This unit is an introduction to the impacts of the building design and construction sectors on the environment viz:
Natural ecosystems including climate, hydrological cycle, basic thermodynamics, consequences of modification;
ecosystem interdependency, capacity of the environment to assimilate changes; background to greenhouse concerns
from the Rio Summit through to current global negotiations: social, legislative and political issues associated with
modification of the natural and developed environments including environmental impact assessments; and
environmental impact of development-mining and mineral processing, materials and manufacturing industries as related
to the building and construction sector. This unit then provides an introduction to current activity to minimise impacts
through shift to service rather than consumption based economy in the building and construction sector. This unit also
requires the student to develop an understanding of requirements for regional and urban development including the
legislative framework for planning control, feasibility studies, consultation and communication processes.

Details
Career Level: Undergraduate
Unit Level: Level 1
Credit Points: 6
Student Contribution Band: 8
Fraction of Full-Time Student Load: 0.125

Pre-requisites or Co-requisites
There are no requisites for this unit.
Important note: Students enrolled in a subsequent unit who failed their pre-requisite unit, should drop the subsequent
unit before the census date or within 10 working days of Fail grade notification. Students who do not drop the unit in this
timeframe cannot later drop the unit without academic and financial liability. See details in the Assessment Policy and
Procedure (Higher Education Coursework).

Offerings For Term 2 - 2023
Online

Attendance Requirements
All on-campus students are expected to attend scheduled classes – in some units, these classes are identified as a
mandatory (pass/fail) component and attendance is compulsory. International students, on a student visa, must
maintain a full time study load and meet both attendance and academic progress requirements in each study period
(satisfactory attendance for International students is defined as maintaining at least an 80% attendance record).

Website
This unit has a website, within the Moodle system, which is available two weeks before the start of term. It is important
that you visit your Moodle site throughout the term. Please visit Moodle for more information.

https://www.cqu.edu.au/policy
https://www.cqu.edu.au/policy
https://moodle.cqu.edu.au
https://moodle.cqu.edu.au


Class and Assessment Overview

Recommended Student Time Commitment
Each 6-credit Undergraduate unit at CQUniversity requires an overall time commitment of an average of 12.5 hours of
study per week, making a total of 150 hours for the unit.

Class Timetable
Regional Campuses
Bundaberg, Cairns, Emerald, Gladstone, Mackay, Rockhampton, Townsville
Metropolitan Campuses
Adelaide, Brisbane, Melbourne, Perth, Sydney

Assessment Overview

Assessment Grading
This is a graded unit: your overall grade will be calculated from the marks or grades for each assessment task, based on
the relative weightings shown in the table above. You must obtain an overall mark for the unit of at least 50%, or an
overall grade of ‘pass’ in order to pass the unit. If any ‘pass/fail’ tasks are shown in the table above they must also be
completed successfully (‘pass’ grade). You must also meet any minimum mark requirements specified for a particular
assessment task, as detailed in the ‘assessment task’ section (note that in some instances, the minimum mark for a task
may be greater than 50%). Consult the University’s Grades and Results Policy for more details of interim results and final
grades.

CQUniversity Policies

All University policies are available on the CQUniversity Policy site.
You may wish to view these policies:

Grades and Results Policy
Assessment Policy and Procedure (Higher Education Coursework)
Review of Grade Procedure
Student Academic Integrity Policy and Procedure
Monitoring Academic Progress (MAP) Policy and Procedure – Domestic Students
Monitoring Academic Progress (MAP) Policy and Procedure – International Students
Student Refund and Credit Balance Policy and Procedure
Student Feedback – Compliments and Complaints Policy and Procedure
Information and Communications Technology Acceptable Use Policy and Procedure

This list is not an exhaustive list of all University policies. The full list of University policies are available on the
CQUniversity Policy site.

https://handbook.cqu.edu.au/facet/timetables
https://handbook.cqu.edu.au/facet/timetables
https://www.cqu.edu.au/policy
https://policy.cqu.edu.au/
https://policy.cqu.edu.au/


Previous Student Feedback

Feedback, Recommendations and Responses
Every unit is reviewed for enhancement each year. At the most recent review, the following staff and student feedback
items were identified and recommendations were made.

Feedback from Student feedback
Feedback
Lectures need updating and to be aligned with the study guide
Recommendation
New lectures are being written and aligned with the refreshed student guide.

Feedback from Student feedback
Feedback
Assessment questions are not fully covered in the lectures.
Recommendation
Personal self-directed study and research are requirements of a course. The tutorials are used to answer questions and
direct students to sources of information that are additional to the study guide to provide depth and a deeper
understanding of the subjects.

Feedback from Studnet feedback
Feedback
Assignment three required drawing skills that were not taught in the unit.
Recommendation
The assignment is not a drawing task, and sketches were acceptable as made clear during the recorded tutorials.
Tutorial sessions will continue to support students who request guidance in this area.

Feedback from Studnet feedback
Feedback
The unit lecturer was friendly and helpful, I learned a lot.
Recommendation
Continue lecturing and supporting students through the recorded tutorials and MS Teams.

Feedback from Lecturer
Feedback
Student engagement remains low for tutorials and the active use of the MS Team. This appears to be the younger
students.
Recommendation
The lecturer will incorporate essential information and resources in the tutorials to require attendance. This will be
clearly communicated in Moodle by email to each student in week 1.

Unit Learning Outcomes

On successful completion of this unit, you will be able to:

Propose methods for improving the environmental and social sustainability of the built environment.1.
Explain the basic theoretical and practical concepts used in urban planning.2.
Choose appropriate design responses for particular Australian climate zones.3.
Select building materials on an environmentally preferred basis with particular reference to embodied energy,4.
usage and waste.
Solve routine and unfamiliar problems using information, technology, logic and ethical decision making.5.
Practice personal and interpersonal skills.6.
Use effectively appropriate modes of communication.7.



Alignment of Learning Outcomes, Assessment and Graduate Attributes

— N/A
Level ⚫ Introductory

Level ⚫ Intermediate
Level ⚫ Graduate

Level ⚬ Professional
Level ⚬ Advanced

Level

Alignment of Assessment Tasks to Learning Outcomes
Assessment Tasks Learning Outcomes

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1 - Written Assessment - 30% ⚫ ⚫ ⚫ ⚫

2 - Written Assessment - 35% ⚫ ⚫ ⚫ ⚫ ⚫

3 - Presentation and Written Assessment - 35% ⚫ ⚫ ⚫ ⚫ ⚫ ⚫ ⚫

Alignment of Graduate Attributes to Learning Outcomes
Graduate Attributes Learning Outcomes

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1 - Communication ⚫ ⚫ ⚫ ⚫ ⚫ ⚫

2 - Problem Solving ⚫ ⚫ ⚫ ⚫ ⚫

3 - Critical Thinking ⚫ ⚫

4 - Information Literacy ⚫ ⚫ ⚫ ⚫

5 - Team Work

6 - Information Technology Competence ⚫ ⚫ ⚫

7 - Cross Cultural Competence

8 - Ethical practice ⚫ ⚫ ⚫

9 - Social Innovation

10 - Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Cultures

Alignment of Assessment Tasks to Graduate Attributes
Assessment Tasks Graduate Attributes

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

1 - Written Assessment - 30% ⚫ ⚫ ⚫ ⚫

2 - Written Assessment - 35% ⚫ ⚫ ⚫ ⚫ ⚫



Assessment Tasks Graduate Attributes

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

3 - Presentation and Written Assessment - 35% ⚫ ⚫ ⚫ ⚫ ⚫

Textbooks and Resources

Textbooks
BLAR11045
Prescribed
The Whole Building Handbook
Authors: Bokalders , Varis
Taylor and Francis
London , UK
ISBN: 9781844075232
Binding: Paperback

IT Resources
You will need access to the following IT resources:

Academic Integrity Statement

Information for Academic Integrity Statement has not been released yet.
This unit profile has not yet been finalised.


