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All details in this unit profile for PMSC20005 have been officially approved by CQUniversity and represent a learning partnership between the University
and you (our student). The information will not be changed unless absolutely necessary and any change will be clearly indicated by an approved
correction included in the profile.

General Information

Overview
On completion of this unit you will be able to articulate the relationship between medical conditions, pathophysiology,
clinical assessment findings and management in the critical care context. You will be able to advocate for the
appropriate use of clinical measurement assessments, demonstrate analysis, and interpret abnormal results with regard
to underlying pathophysiology. You will also employ evidence-based knowledge and practice in the management of
patients, incorporating the use of clinical problem solving and decision making.

Details
Career Level: Postgraduate
Unit Level: Level 8
Credit Points: 6
Student Contribution Band: 8
Fraction of Full-Time Student Load: 0.125

Pre-requisites or Co-requisites
Pre-Requisites PMSC20001 Advanced Clinical Assessment and Decision Making Co-requisites PMSC20002 Advanced
Critical Skills Application
Important note: Students enrolled in a subsequent unit who failed their pre-requisite unit, should drop the subsequent
unit before the census date or within 10 working days of Fail grade notification. Students who do not drop the unit in this
timeframe cannot later drop the unit without academic and financial liability. See details in the Assessment Policy and
Procedure (Higher Education Coursework).

Offerings For Term 2 - 2019
Mixed Mode

Attendance Requirements
All on-campus students are expected to attend scheduled classes – in some units, these classes are identified as a
mandatory (pass/fail) component and attendance is compulsory. International students, on a student visa, must
maintain a full time study load and meet both attendance and academic progress requirements in each study period
(satisfactory attendance for International students is defined as maintaining at least an 80% attendance record).

Residential Schools
This unit has a Compulsory Residential School for distance mode students and the details are:
Click here to see your Residential School Timetable.

Website
This unit has a website, within the Moodle system, which is available two weeks before the start of term. It is important
that you visit your Moodle site throughout the term. Please visit Moodle for more information.

https://www.cqu.edu.au/policy
https://www.cqu.edu.au/policy
https://handbook.cqu.edu.au/resschools/index
https://moodle.cqu.edu.au
https://moodle.cqu.edu.au


Class and Assessment Overview

Recommended Student Time Commitment
Each 6-credit Postgraduate unit at CQUniversity requires an overall time commitment of an average of 12.5 hours of
study per week, making a total of 150 hours for the unit.

Class Timetable
Regional Campuses
Bundaberg, Cairns, Emerald, Gladstone, Mackay, Rockhampton, Townsville
Metropolitan Campuses
Adelaide, Brisbane, Melbourne, Perth, Sydney

Assessment Overview
1. Written Assessment
Weighting: 60%
2. On-campus Activity
Weighting: Pass/Fail
3. Online Quiz(zes)
Weighting: 40%

Assessment Grading
This is a graded unit: your overall grade will be calculated from the marks or grades for each assessment task, based on
the relative weightings shown in the table above. You must obtain an overall mark for the unit of at least 50%, or an
overall grade of ‘pass’ in order to pass the unit. If any ‘pass/fail’ tasks are shown in the table above they must also be
completed successfully (‘pass’ grade). You must also meet any minimum mark requirements specified for a particular
assessment task, as detailed in the ‘assessment task’ section (note that in some instances, the minimum mark for a task
may be greater than 50%). Consult the University’s Grades and Results Policy for more details of interim results and final
grades.

CQUniversity Policies

All University policies are available on the CQUniversity Policy site.
You may wish to view these policies:

Grades and Results Policy
Assessment Policy and Procedure (Higher Education Coursework)
Review of Grade Procedure
Student Academic Integrity Policy and Procedure
Monitoring Academic Progress (MAP) Policy and Procedure – Domestic Students
Monitoring Academic Progress (MAP) Policy and Procedure – International Students
Student Refund and Credit Balance Policy and Procedure
Student Feedback – Compliments and Complaints Policy and Procedure
Information and Communications Technology Acceptable Use Policy and Procedure

This list is not an exhaustive list of all University policies. The full list of University policies are available on the
CQUniversity Policy site.

https://handbook.cqu.edu.au/facet/timetables
https://handbook.cqu.edu.au/facet/timetables
https://www.cqu.edu.au/policy
https://policy.cqu.edu.au/
https://policy.cqu.edu.au/


Previous Student Feedback

Feedback, Recommendations and Responses
Every unit is reviewed for enhancement each year. At the most recent review, the following staff and student feedback
items were identified and recommendations were made.

Feedback from Discussion with expert sonographer.
Feedback
Review the unit content surrounding prehospital ultrasound to ensure appropriate focus for paramedic clinicians.
Recommendation
Work with expert sonographer and undertake content review to ensure unit content regarding prehospital ultrasound is
presented to an appropriate level for paramedic students.

Unit Learning Outcomes

On successful completion of this unit, you will be able to:

Clearly articulate the relationship between medical conditions, their pathophysiology, clinical assessment1.
findings and management
Advocate for the benefits and appropriate use of clinical measurement assessments in the critical care context2.
Demonstrate the ability to analyse the results of clinical measurement assessments, identify abnormal results3.
and expand on their underlying pathophysiology
Employ evidence-based theoretical knowledge and practice, including skills and interventions, while4.
incorporating the use of clinical problem solving and decision making.

n/a

Alignment of Learning Outcomes, Assessment and Graduate Attributes

— N/A
Level ⚫ Introductory

Level ⚫ Intermediate
Level ⚫ Graduate

Level ⚬ Professional
Level ⚬ Advanced

Level

Alignment of Assessment Tasks to Learning Outcomes
Assessment Tasks Learning Outcomes

1 2 3 4

1 - Written Assessment - 60% ⚫ ⚫ ⚫

2 - On-campus Activity - 0% ⚫ ⚫

3 - Online Quiz(zes) - 40% ⚫ ⚫

Alignment of Graduate Attributes to Learning Outcomes
Graduate Attributes Learning Outcomes

1 2 3 4

1 - Knowledge ⚬ ⚬ ⚬ ⚬

2 - Communication ⚬ ⚬ ⚬ ⚬



Graduate Attributes Learning Outcomes

1 2 3 4

3 - Cognitive, technical and creative skills ⚬ ⚬ ⚬ ⚬

4 - Research ⚬ ⚬ ⚬

5 - Self-management

6 - Ethical and Professional Responsibility ⚬ ⚬

7 - Leadership ⚬ ⚬

8 - Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Cultures

Alignment of Assessment Tasks to Graduate Attributes
Assessment Tasks Graduate Attributes

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

1 - Written Assessment - 60% ⚬ ⚬ ⚬ ⚬ ⚬ ⚬

2 - On-campus Activity - 0% ⚬ ⚬ ⚬ ⚬ ⚬

3 - Online Quiz(zes) - 40% ⚬ ⚬ ⚬ ⚬

Textbooks and Resources

Textbooks
PMSC20005
Prescribed
Textbook of Adult Emergency Medicine
Edition: Fourth (2015)
Authors: Cameron P, Jelinek G, Kelly A, Brown A, Little M.
Elsevier
Sydney , NSW , Australia
ISBN: 978-0-7020-5335-1
Binding: Paperback
Additional Textbook Information
Online links to other relevant texts will be provided on the unit Moodle page.

IT Resources
You will need access to the following IT resources:

CQUniversity Student Email
Internet
Unit Website (Moodle)



Referencing Style

All submissions for this unit must use the referencing style: Harvard (author-date)
For further information, see the Assessment Tasks.

Teaching Contacts

Kirsty Shearer Unit Coordinator
k.shearer@cqu.edu.au

Schedule

Week 1 - 15 Jul 2019
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic

General assessment & diagnosis

Week 2 - 22 Jul 2019
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic

Focused assessment & diagnosis - CNS

Week 3 - 29 Jul 2019
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic

Focused assessment & diagnosis - CVS
1

Week 4 - 05 Aug 2019
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic

Focused assessment & diagnosis -
CVS 2

Quiz 1 OPENS Week 4 Friday (9 Aug.
2019) 0800hrs AEST

Week 5 - 12 Aug 2019
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic

Focused assessment & diagnosis -
RESP

Quiz 1 CLOSES Week 5 Friday (16
Aug. 2019) 2345hrs AEST

Vacation Week - 19 Aug 2019
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic

Week 6 - 26 Aug 2019
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic

Focused assessment & diagnosis -
ENDO

Week 7 - 02 Sep 2019
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic

Focused assessment & diagnosis -
TRAUMA

Week 8 - 09 Sep 2019
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic

Prehospital ultrasound - introduction Written assessment Due: Week 8
Friday (13 Sept 2019) 11:45 pm AEST

Week 9 - 16 Sep 2019
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic

Prehospital ultrasound - FAST

https://delivery-cqucontenthub.stylelabs.cloud/api/public/content/harvard-referencing-style.pdf?v=306efe7e
mailto:k.shearer@cqu.edu.au


Week 10 - 23 Sep 2019
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic

Focused assessment & diagnosis - GIT

Week 11 - 30 Sep 2019
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic

RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL

Quiz 2 OPENS Week 11 Friday (4 Oct.
2019) 0800hrs AEST

On-campus activity Due: Week 11
Tuesday (1 Oct 2019) 5:00 pm AEST

Week 12 - 07 Oct 2019
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic

Focused assessment & diagnosis -
General medical/other

Quiz 2 CLOSES Week 12 Friday (11
Oct. 2019) 2345hrs AEST

Review/Exam Week - 14 Oct 2019
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic

Exam Week - 21 Oct 2019
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic

Assessment Tasks

1 Written assessment
Assessment Type
Written Assessment
Task Description
Preamble
In this written assessment, you will be presented with a simulated case and asked to write an essay exploring the
diagnostic information provided and linking this information back to the pathophysiology, patient presentation and
possible treatment, with clinical reasoning.
Task Description
You are dispatched at 1930hrs as a critical care paramedic to back up a paramedic crew at a 19yo male cardiac arrest
post submersion. Bystanders report that the patient appeared to be heavily intoxicated and was seen wandering along
the riverfront. On their return, the bystanders saw the patient floating in the water and rescued him. Bystander CPR was
commenced immediately. They report the patient was submerged for approximately 10 minutes in very cold water. The
initial crew have initiated management, and upon your arrival 20 minutes after the incident was reported, you have the
following current information:

Unknown history or medications, estimated weight 80kg
Unresponsive, GCS 3 (E 1 V 1 M 1); pupils fixed at 5mm
Supra-glottic airway insitu, ventilated via BVM utilising 100% O2

CPR in progress; ECG asystole
There are coarse crackles throughout both lung fields; O2 saturations unrecordable
Temp 29°C
Physical exam findings – nil obvious trauma

Diagnostic values gained from the i-STAT (arterial):

pH 7.015
PCO2 97mmHg
PO2 260 mmHg
HCO3 16mmHg
BE -10
Lactate 9.6mmol/L
Glucose 17mmol/L



You are to write an essay (word limit 3000 words) addressing the following components:
Discuss how the pathophysiology of the case relates to the presenting diagnostic values (either why they are still within
normal range or not);
Discuss your planned treatment and how you expect your management will impact each of these diagnostic values;
Discuss how each of the following treatments would have an impact on the patient’s diagnostic values (only if relative to
the diagnostic value) and overall patient condition:

Rapid sequence intubation of the patient, then placing them on a ventilator (you will need to include justification1.
for the ventilator settings you select)
Treating relevant reversible causes of cardiac arrest2.
Normothermic fluid boluses totalling 2 litres of 0.9% Sodium Chloride3.
Warmed fluid boluses totalling 2 litres of 0.9% Sodium Chloride4.
Administration of sodium bicarbonate 8.4%5.
**For each of the above, ensure you re-integrate the pathophysiology of the patient’s presentation back in to6.
your discussion, and use relevant evidence-based material to support your arguments**.

Assessment Due Date
Week 8 Friday (13 Sept 2019) 11:45 pm AEST
Return Date to Students
Week 10 Monday (23 Sept 2019)
Weighting
60%
Minimum mark or grade
You must achieve a minimum mark of 50% to pass this assessment piece.
Assessment Criteria
This assessment is worth 60% of your overall mark for this unit. The written assessment will be assessed using the rubric
provided on the unit Moodle page, covering the following areas:

Presentation & layout – presentation of material, word count etc
Content – based upon the set questions & use of supportive evidence-based material
Referencing – use of Harvard referencing, reference list

Please save/upload your file in a Word format (.doc or .docx). You must achieve a minimum mark of 50% to pass this
assessment piece.

Referencing Style

Harvard (author-date)

Submission
Online
Learning Outcomes Assessed

Clearly articulate the relationship between medical conditions, their pathophysiology, clinical assessment
findings and management
Advocate for the benefits and appropriate use of clinical measurement assessments in the critical care context
Demonstrate the ability to analyse the results of clinical measurement assessments, identify abnormal results
and expand on their underlying pathophysiology

Graduate Attributes

Knowledge
Communication
Cognitive, technical and creative skills
Research
Ethical and Professional Responsibility
Leadership

2 On-campus activity
Assessment Type
On-campus Activity
Task Description
During the compulsory residential school, you will undertake an assessment task designed to explore your practical and

https://delivery-cqucontenthub.stylelabs.cloud/api/public/content/harvard-referencing-style.pdf?v=306efe7e


declarative knowledge with regard to prehospital diagnostics learned throughout this unit, including (but not limited to)
ultrasound and iStat.

Assessment Due Date
Week 11 Tuesday (1 Oct 2019) 5:00 pm AEST
This assessment will take place during the compulsory residential school.
Return Date to Students
Review/Exam Week Friday (18 Oct 2019)
Students will be informed of results following the conclusion of the compulsory residential school.
Weighting
Pass/Fail
Assessment Criteria
A marking rubric for this assessment task will be provided on the unit Moodle page. Students will have a maximum of
two (2) attempts for each component assessed. The assessment will be based on marking criteria covering the following
key points:

Successful completion of each component of the assessment
Demonstration of each component in a timely manner
Ability to minimise missed steps or minor errors

You must achieve a pass mark for each component of this assessment (achieve a minimum of 50% for each assessment
component). This assessment is a pass/fail task.

Referencing Style

Harvard (author-date)

Submission
No submission method provided.
Learning Outcomes Assessed

Demonstrate the ability to analyse the results of clinical measurement assessments, identify abnormal results
and expand on their underlying pathophysiology
Employ evidence-based theoretical knowledge and practice, including skills and interventions, while
incorporating the use of clinical problem solving and decision making.

Graduate Attributes

Knowledge
Communication
Cognitive, technical and creative skills
Ethical and Professional Responsibility
Ethical and Professional Responsibility
Leadership

3 Online quiz(zes)
Assessment Type
Online Quiz(zes)
Task Description
You will be required to complete two (2) online quizzes; the first will close at the end of Week 5; the second at the end of
Week 12. The quizzes will open on the Friday of the preceding week to when the quiz is due, and each will have a
specific time limit imposed.
The quizzes will be made up of multiple choice questions exploring content based upon the previous weeks of content
(including lecture materials, online modules, links & required readings). Quizzes are cumulative and content will
aggregate across the term. The quiz will assess your ability to integrate clinical history and assessment with
physiological systems and distinguish between pathologies and pathophysiology within a clinical context.

Number of Quizzes
2
Frequency of Quizzes
Other
Assessment Due Date

https://delivery-cqucontenthub.stylelabs.cloud/api/public/content/harvard-referencing-style.pdf?v=306efe7e


Quiz 1 is due on the Friday of Week 5 at 2345hrs AEST. The quiz will open at 0800hrs on the Friday of Week 4. Quiz 2 is
due on the Friday of Week 12 at 2345hrs AEST. The quiz will open at 0800hrs on the Friday of Week 11.
Return Date to Students

Marks for the quizzes will be available following the conclusion of each quiz.
Weighting
40%
Assessment Criteria
You will be required to answer each question to receive the marks allocated to that question. Non-attempts will score a
zero mark. Quizzes may not be reattempted. This is an individual assessment with no collaboration allowed. Each quiz is
worth 20% of your overall mark for this unit. The first quiz must be completed by 2345hrs on the Friday of Week 5; the
second quiz must be completed by 2345hrs AEST on the Friday of Week 12. In the absence of an approved extension,
there will be no opportunity to complete the task after this date, and there will be no opportunity to apply a late penalty
of five percent per day.

Referencing Style

Harvard (author-date)

Submission
No submission method provided.
Learning Outcomes Assessed

Clearly articulate the relationship between medical conditions, their pathophysiology, clinical assessment
findings and management
Advocate for the benefits and appropriate use of clinical measurement assessments in the critical care context

Graduate Attributes

Knowledge
Communication
Cognitive, technical and creative skills
Research

https://delivery-cqucontenthub.stylelabs.cloud/api/public/content/harvard-referencing-style.pdf?v=306efe7e


Academic Integrity Statement

As a CQUniversity student you are expected to act honestly in all aspects of your academic work.

Any assessable work undertaken or submitted for review or assessment must be your own work. Assessable work is any
type of work you do to meet the assessment requirements in the unit, including draft work submitted for review and
feedback and final work to be assessed.

When you use the ideas, words or data of others in your assessment, you must thoroughly and clearly acknowledge the
source of this information by using the correct referencing style for your unit. Using others’ work without proper
acknowledgement may be considered a form of intellectual dishonesty.

Participating honestly, respectfully, responsibly, and fairly in your university study ensures the CQUniversity qualification
you earn will be valued as a true indication of your individual academic achievement and will continue to receive the
respect and recognition it deserves.

As a student, you are responsible for reading and following CQUniversity’s policies, including the Student Academic
Integrity Policy and Procedure. This policy sets out CQUniversity’s expectations of you to act with integrity,
examples of academic integrity breaches to avoid, the processes used to address alleged breaches of academic
integrity, and potential penalties.

What is a breach of academic integrity?
A breach of academic integrity includes but is not limited to plagiarism, self-plagiarism, collusion, cheating, contract
cheating, and academic misconduct. The Student Academic Integrity Policy and Procedure defines what these terms
mean and gives examples.

Why is academic integrity important?
A breach of academic integrity may result in one or more penalties, including suspension or even expulsion from the
University. It can also have negative implications for student visas and future enrolment at CQUniversity or elsewhere.
Students who engage in contract cheating also risk being blackmailed by contract cheating services.

Where can I get assistance?
For academic advice and guidance, the Academic Learning Centre (ALC) can support you in becoming confident in
completing assessments with integrity and of high standard.

What can you do to act with integrity?

https://www.cqu.edu.au/policy?collection=policy-v2&form=policy&profile=_default&query=Student+Academic+Integrity+Policy+and+Procedure
https://www.cqu.edu.au/policy?collection=policy-v2&form=policy&profile=_default&query=Student+Academic+Integrity+Policy+and+Procedure
https://www.cqu.edu.au/student-life/academic-learning-centre

