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All details in this unit profile for PSYC11011 have been officially approved by CQUniversity and represent a learning partnership between the University
and you (our student). The information will not be changed unless absolutely necessary and any change will be clearly indicated by an approved
correction included in the profile.

General Information

Overview
This is an introductory unit designed to provide you with up-to-date knowledge of the latest trends in both research and
careers in psychology and the social sciences. It is a vehicle for the presentation of practical information, opportunities
in Psychology and a chance to hear visiting speakers talk about their own careers and/or research. If you are pursuing a
career in psychology or the social sciences then this unit will be useful in highlighting career paths available, including
research opportunities. The aim is to assist you in making informed decisions about your options and study plan across
their course of enrollment. There will also be some practical instruction on essay writing skills and critical thinking which
will help you with other subsequent units. You will also have an opportunity to learn about research from an applied
perspective and apply critical thinking through participation in and writing about current research projects.

Details
Career Level: Undergraduate
Unit Level: Level 1
Credit Points: 6
Student Contribution Band: 10
Fraction of Full-Time Student Load: 0.125

Pre-requisites or Co-requisites
There are no requisites for this unit.
Important note: Students enrolled in a subsequent unit who failed their pre-requisite unit, should drop the subsequent
unit before the census date or within 10 working days of Fail grade notification. Students who do not drop the unit in this
timeframe cannot later drop the unit without academic and financial liability. See details in the Assessment Policy and
Procedure (Higher Education Coursework).

Offerings For Term 2 - 2018
Adelaide
Bundaberg
Distance
Rockhampton

Attendance Requirements
All on-campus students are expected to attend scheduled classes – in some units, these classes are identified as a
mandatory (pass/fail) component and attendance is compulsory. International students, on a student visa, must
maintain a full time study load and meet both attendance and academic progress requirements in each study period
(satisfactory attendance for International students is defined as maintaining at least an 80% attendance record).

Website
This unit has a website, within the Moodle system, which is available two weeks before the start of term. It is important
that you visit your Moodle site throughout the term. Please visit Moodle for more information.

https://www.cqu.edu.au/policy
https://www.cqu.edu.au/policy
https://moodle.cqu.edu.au
https://moodle.cqu.edu.au


Class and Assessment Overview

Recommended Student Time Commitment
Each 6-credit Undergraduate unit at CQUniversity requires an overall time commitment of an average of 12.5 hours of
study per week, making a total of 150 hours for the unit.

Class Timetable
Regional Campuses
Bundaberg, Cairns, Emerald, Gladstone, Mackay, Rockhampton, Townsville
Metropolitan Campuses
Adelaide, Brisbane, Melbourne, Perth, Sydney

Assessment Overview
1. Portfolio
Weighting: 10%
2. Online discussion forum
Weighting: 20%
3. Annotated bibliography
Weighting: 20%
4. Written Assessment
Weighting: 50%

Assessment Grading
This is a graded unit: your overall grade will be calculated from the marks or grades for each assessment task, based on
the relative weightings shown in the table above. You must obtain an overall mark for the unit of at least 50%, or an
overall grade of ‘pass’ in order to pass the unit. If any ‘pass/fail’ tasks are shown in the table above they must also be
completed successfully (‘pass’ grade). You must also meet any minimum mark requirements specified for a particular
assessment task, as detailed in the ‘assessment task’ section (note that in some instances, the minimum mark for a task
may be greater than 50%). Consult the University’s Grades and Results Policy for more details of interim results and final
grades.

CQUniversity Policies

All University policies are available on the CQUniversity Policy site.
You may wish to view these policies:

Grades and Results Policy
Assessment Policy and Procedure (Higher Education Coursework)
Review of Grade Procedure
Student Academic Integrity Policy and Procedure
Monitoring Academic Progress (MAP) Policy and Procedure – Domestic Students
Monitoring Academic Progress (MAP) Policy and Procedure – International Students
Student Refund and Credit Balance Policy and Procedure
Student Feedback – Compliments and Complaints Policy and Procedure
Information and Communications Technology Acceptable Use Policy and Procedure

This list is not an exhaustive list of all University policies. The full list of University policies are available on the
CQUniversity Policy site.

https://handbook.cqu.edu.au/facet/timetables
https://handbook.cqu.edu.au/facet/timetables
https://www.cqu.edu.au/policy
https://policy.cqu.edu.au/
https://policy.cqu.edu.au/


Previous Student Feedback

Feedback, Recommendations and Responses
Every unit is reviewed for enhancement each year. At the most recent review, the following staff and student feedback
items were identified and recommendations were made.

Feedback from Student evaluation
Feedback
Students were almost unanimous in their appreciation of the diversity of the topics presented and the increased
understanding of the value of psychology as an applied discipline.
Recommendation
Retain the format of invited speakers.

Feedback from Student evaluation
Feedback
One or two students expressed some confusion over the fact that Assessment 3 was due before Assessment 2,
Recommendation
Because of the sheer volume of marking involved, it is necessary to set an earlier deadline for Assessment 3 in order to
meet the marking turnaround deadline. I can see that that is potentially confusing. Assessment 2 can be completed at
any time and there may be some advantage in setting an earlier deadline, though the advantage of the current end of
term deadline is that students will have an opportunity to review any of the lectures in the series. I will, however, look
into ways of making this less confusing.

Feedback from Head of Department
Feedback
While the course credit for participation is useful, both experientially for the level 1 students and practically for the
Honours level students, it may benefit the course to spread the course credit between the 4 existing level one units.
Recommendation
Explore the possibility of sharing the participation for course credit with the other level one Unit Coordinators.

Unit Learning Outcomes

On successful completion of this unit, you will be able to:

Distinguish and make informed decisions about the diverse career paths and fields of study within psychology1.
and the social sciences.
Apply critical thinking to current research in the field of psychology and the social sciences.2.
Synthesise ideas and extract themes from current psychological literature3.
Communicate ideas effectively in writing and in adherence with APA style.4.
Articulate the key values and principles of psychology and the study of human behaviour across a range of5.
research fields within psychology.
Interpret research findings with consideration to diverse populations and individual differences.6.
Apply the principles of effective learning to your own study as the basis for successful lifelong learning.7.

Alignment of Learning Outcomes, Assessment and Graduate Attributes

— N/A
Level ⚫ Introductory

Level ⚫ Intermediate
Level ⚫ Graduate

Level ⚬ Professional
Level ⚬ Advanced

Level

Alignment of Assessment Tasks to Learning Outcomes



Assessment Tasks Learning Outcomes

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1 - Portfolio - 10% ⚫

2 - Online discussion forum - 20% ⚫ ⚫ ⚫ ⚫ ⚫

3 - Annotated bibliography - 20% ⚫

4 - Written Assessment - 50% ⚫ ⚫ ⚫ ⚫

Alignment of Graduate Attributes to Learning Outcomes
Graduate Attributes Learning Outcomes

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1 - Communication ⚫ ⚫

2 - Problem Solving ⚫ ⚫

3 - Critical Thinking ⚫ ⚫ ⚫ ⚫ ⚫

4 - Information Literacy ⚫

5 - Team Work

6 - Information Technology Competence ⚫ ⚫

7 - Cross Cultural Competence ⚫ ⚫ ⚫ ⚫

8 - Ethical practice ⚫ ⚫

9 - Social Innovation

10 - Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Cultures

Alignment of Assessment Tasks to Graduate Attributes
Assessment Tasks Graduate Attributes

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

1 - Portfolio - 10% ⚫ ⚫ ⚫ ⚫

2 - Online discussion forum - 20% ⚫ ⚫ ⚫ ⚫ ⚫ ⚫ ⚫

3 - Annotated bibliography - 20% ⚫ ⚫ ⚫

4 - Written Assessment - 50% ⚫ ⚫ ⚫ ⚫ ⚫



Textbooks and Resources

Textbooks
PSYC11011
Prescribed
Critical Thinking About Research: Psychology and Related Fields
Second Edition (2017)
Authors: Julian Meltzoff and Harris Cooper
APA Books
Washington, D.C. , USA
ISBN: 978-1-4338-2710-5
Binding: Paperback
PSYC11011
Supplementary
Publication manual of the American Psychological Association
Edition: 6th (2009)
Authors: American Psychological Association
American Psychological Association
Washington, D.C. , USA
ISBN: 978-1-4338-0561-5
Binding: Hardcover
PSYC11011
Supplementary
The Study Skills Handbook
Edition: 4th (2013)
Authors: Stella Cottrell
Palgrave
ISBN: 978-1137289254
Binding: Paperback
Additional Textbook Information
The APA manual is available in electronic, spiral bound and hardbound versions. There are freely also available
summaries online and I will include links to these in Moodle, but this is a manual that will be useful throughout the
psychology degree and in giving feedback on formatting I will refer to pages in this manual.

View textbooks at the CQUniversity Bookshop

IT Resources
You will need access to the following IT resources:

CQUniversity Student Email
Internet
Unit Website (Moodle)

Referencing Style

All submissions for this unit must use the referencing style: American Psychological Association 6th Edition (APA 6th
edition)
For further information, see the Assessment Tasks.

Teaching Contacts

George Stuart Unit Coordinator
g.stuart@cqu.edu.au

https://bookshop.cqu.edu.au/
https://sportal.cqu.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0026/107684/APA_Referencing_Guide-2019.pdf
https://sportal.cqu.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0026/107684/APA_Referencing_Guide-2019.pdf
mailto:g.stuart@cqu.edu.au


Schedule

Week 1 - 09 Jul 2018
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic

Critical thinking and belief in the
paranormal

Chapter 9 of the set text "The Study
Skills Handbook" gives an overview of
critical thinking skills

The set text "Critical Thinking About
Research: Psychology and Related
Fields" will give you further insight into
the topic of critical thinking and will be
a useful foundation for all of your
psychology assignments. Each chapter
gives an example paper and I would
recommend that you work your way
through all chapters in the book and
apply these techniques when
researching and reading papers for
your assignments.

Week 2 - 16 Jul 2018
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic

Introduction to academic essay
writing

Chapters 6,7&8 of the set text "The
Study Skills Handbook" will give you
valuable practical tips on the process
of academic writing. If you've you've
been out of study for a while, this book
is also full of useful information about
maximizing efficient study that may
also be useful refresher to those who
have been studying at school.

"The Publication manual of the
American Psychological Association"
was previously a prescribed text for
this unit and although it is now listed
as a supplementary text, I strongly
recommend that you have a copy of
this as I refer to it extensively both in
the lecture and in my marking
feedback. It is a book that will be
useful throughout your Psychology
degree and beyond.

Week 3 - 23 Jul 2018
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic

Guest speaker TBC Suggested readings may be supplied
by speaker

Week 4 - 30 Jul 2018
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic

Guest speaker TBC Suggested readings may be supplied
by speaker

Week 5 - 06 Aug 2018
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic

Guest speaker TBC Suggested readings may be supplied
by speaker

Participation Due: Week 5 Monday (6
Aug 2018) 9:00 am AEST

Vacation Week - 13 Aug 2018
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic



No lecture

Week 6 - 20 Aug 2018
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic

Guest speaker TBC Suggested readings may be supplied
by speaker

Week 7 - 27 Aug 2018
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic

Guest speaker TBC Suggested readings may be supplied
by speaker

Week 8 - 03 Sep 2018
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic

Guest speaker TBC Suggested readings may be supplied
by speaker

Annotated bibliography for
descriptive/reflective essay Due:
Week 8 Monday (3 Sept 2018) 9:00 am
AEST

Week 9 - 10 Sep 2018
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic

Guest speaker TBC Suggested readings may be supplied
by speaker

Week 10 - 17 Sep 2018
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic

Guest speaker TBC Suggested readings may be supplied
by speaker

Descriptive/Reflective essay Due:
Week 10 Friday (21 Sept 2018) 11:00
pm AEST

Week 11 - 24 Sep 2018
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic

Guest speaker TBC Suggested readings may be supplied
by speaker

Week 12 - 01 Oct 2018
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic

Guest speaker TBC Suggested readings may be supplied
by speaker

Review/Exam Week - 08 Oct 2018
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic

No exam
Peer reviewed group discussion
Due: Review/Exam Week Monday (8
Oct 2018) 9:00 am AEST

Exam Week - 15 Oct 2018
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic

No exam

Assessment Tasks

1 Participation
Assessment Type
Portfolio
Task Description
As part of this unit, you are required to either participate in two studies, run by either staff or students in the Psychology
department at CQUniversity, or to take an alternative form of participation, described later in this section. The studies



take a wide variety of forms, from 'live' experiments to online surveys etc. To find out what's on offer, go to the
CQUniversity Psychology web site and look under the section 'Research Projects'. At the end of the survey or
experiment, you will be given some information about the study and a link to the CQU Current Trends 1st year
participation registration form. Here you must enter your student number, name, unique project identifier (which will be
given to you by the experimenter) and e-mail address (used to send an automatic receipt to you that you can keep as
proof of participation). Please note that in the interests of anonymity, these personal details are not sent to the
researcher and this form is separate from any information gathered in the study. Remember that you have only 3 weeks
from the start of term to participate, though you may begin participation before the start of Term 2 if studies are
available.
Participation is an important part of learning, giving an insight into the design and execution of psychology studies,
however, you may choose not to participate in any studies in which case you may instead view two of the videos
available on the Unit Moodle page. As with participation, you will receive a unique project identifier that you will need to
enter into the CQU Current Trends 1st year participation registration form.
NB: In either case, it is important to take notes with regards your opinion about the purpose and nature of
the study that you take part in or view on the video. While participating/watching, make some notes about
what you are feeling and thinking, what you are asked to do and what you think might be the purpose (if
this has not been made clear to you by the experimenter). How well do you think it has been implemented?
Are there any clever or innovative methods used in the design? Are there any areas of the design you think
might be improved? Consider also ethics, e.g. is there deception? Is there any misleading information? It
may not be practical to do this at the time, so be sure to make as many notes as you can immediately after
your participation/viewing. Remember, you will use these notes as the basis for your Assessments 3 and 4,
so don't forget to take them.

Assessment Due Date
Week 5 Monday (6 Aug 2018) 9:00 am AEST
Use the link to the registration, available on the Unit Moodle page.
Return Date to Students
Vacation Week Friday (17 Aug 2018)
You will receive an automated response once you have registered your participation
Weighting
10%
Assessment Criteria
You must REMEMBER TO TAKE NOTES. Although I do not need to see the notes, your understanding and engagement
with this assessment will be the basis of your annotated bibliography in Assessment 3 and your reflection in Assessment
4.

Referencing Style

American Psychological Association 6th Edition (APA 6th edition)

Submission
No submission method provided.

2 Peer reviewed group discussion
Assessment Type
Online discussion forum
Task Description
This is a two part exercise involving review and peer review.
Part 1 (Review): Select at least one of the lectures given in this unit and write a 500+/-50 word critical commentary,
summarising the topic highlighting the extent to which research findings were well founded; there were flaws in the
research (if any); there were advantages/disadvantages with the career described (if any);the extent to which the
research/area of practice was limited/biased to specific group/cohort, etc.
Part 2 (Peer Review): Choose a review from a fellow student and comment on the following criteria (100 words+/-50):

Adherence to the word limit
Succinctness of description and arguments
Clarity of arguments
Level of critical analysis

Assessment Due Date
Review/Exam Week Monday (8 Oct 2018) 9:00 am AEST
Forum posts are time stamped by Moodle. Only posts submitted before the deadline will be marked.

https://moodle.cqu.edu.au/course/view.php?id=2622
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1csUi4XuVwxrvpGz6jF274-dE8wczz2h4IJN7jO1UfrI/edit?uiv=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1csUi4XuVwxrvpGz6jF274-dE8wczz2h4IJN7jO1UfrI/edit?uiv=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1csUi4XuVwxrvpGz6jF274-dE8wczz2h4IJN7jO1UfrI/edit?uiv=1
https://sportal.cqu.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0026/107684/APA_Referencing_Guide-2019.pdf


Return Date to Students
Exam Week Friday (19 Oct 2018)
Students will receive a grade in their Moodle gradebook
Weighting
20%
Assessment Criteria
Each part of the assignment is worth 10% of the total marks for the unit and will be awarded in an all or nothing fashion.
Marks will only be awarded to what are considered by the unit coordinator to be 'serious attempts'. The following criteria
would constitute non-serious attempts:

Nonsensical, abusive or irrelevant (non topic related) comments
Deviance from specified word limits

Referencing Style

American Psychological Association 6th Edition (APA 6th edition)

Submission
Online
Submission Instructions
Submit by posting to the Assessment 2 forum (via Moodle)

3 Annotated bibliography for descriptive/reflective essay
Assessment Type
Annotated bibliography
Task Description
This is a two part exercise in which you will post an annotated bibliography and peer review of a fellow student's
annotated bibliography. The purpose of the annotated bibliography is to provide the foundation for the
descriptive/reflective essay in Assessment 4.
Part 1 (Annotated bibliography): Select one of the studies/videos from your participation/viewing in Assessment 1
and write a 150+/-50 word annotated-bibliography on the topic that can be used as the basis for your reflective essay
(Assessment 4). You need to find a minimum of 4 citations (references) for papers/journal articles or book chapters that
are relevant to the topic of the study you participated in/video you observed and provide a very brief summary of the
contents of each article and how it will be relevant useful for your reflective essay.
Part 2 (Peer Review): Choose a review from a fellow student and comment on the following criteria (150 words+/-50):

Adherence to the word limit
Relevance of the citations chosen
Sufficiency of detail of the evaluations
Succinctness of the evaluations

In order to maximise the peer review feedback, there should be no more than one review per submission.
If a review already exists for one participant, please review another wherever possible!

Assessment Due Date
Week 8 Monday (3 Sept 2018) 9:00 am AEST
Submitted to the Assessment 3 forum
Return Date to Students
Week 8 Monday (3 Sept 2018)
Grades will be entered into the Moodle Gradebook
Weighting
20%
Assessment Criteria
Each part of the assignment is worth 10% of the total marks for the unit and will be awarded in an all or nothing fashion.
Marks will only be awarded to what are considered by the unit coordinator to be 'serious attempts'
The following criteria would constitute non-serious attempts:

Annotated bibliography that does not contain at least 4 references
Annotated bibliography that does not contain either description or evaluation of the article reviewed
Nonsensical, abusive or irrelevant (non topic related) comments
Deviance from specified word limits or either annotated bibliography or peer review

https://sportal.cqu.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0026/107684/APA_Referencing_Guide-2019.pdf


Referencing Style

American Psychological Association 6th Edition (APA 6th edition)

Submission
Online
Submission Instructions
Submit by posting to the Assessment 3 forum (via Moodle)

4 Descriptive/Reflective essay
Assessment Type
Written Assessment
Task Description
By the end of week 3, you should have taken part in at least two studies (or watched at least 2 videos) and for this
assignment you must write a 1500 word descriptive/reflective account of one of those studies/videos.When writing this
assignment, please keep referring back to the learning outcomes in this Unit Profile, because these are what you’ll be
assessed on. If you find yourself getting lost, just keep coming back to the mantra: "learning outcomes 2, 3, 4 and
7".
Your essay should involve both description (what took place, what was the sequence of events, what were the materials,
etc.) and reflection (how did you interpret your experience as a participant/observer, how did you interpret the aims of
the study? Did you feel the study accurately assessed its stated aims?). This may appear somewhat different to other
written assignments but a great deal of academic writing combines elements of description and reflection. We pose a
question, investigate that question, describe what we did and how we did it, then reflect on the meaning of what we
found. In this assignment, you’re not posing a research question, though a question was posed by the researcher.
Depending on the extent of the information provided by the experimenter/video, you may or may not be fully aware of
what that question was (and that’s one thing you can write about) but I’m not so much interested knowing the answer to
their research question, rather I’m interested in a description of your personal and subjective experience as a
participant, your reflections on that process and anything you may have learnt from the process. Parts of this reflection
should be supported by your own research, finding studies that support either the topic in general, or the specific
hypothesis that you believe was being tested. NB For the purposes of this assessment, you do not need to know
the outcome of the study. In the case of participation, this may not be available until long after the
assessment deadline.

I want you to describe not only the experience as you perceived it, but also your thoughts and feelings at the time, and
any subsequent thoughts. Your experience needs to be set in context since it is still based on someone else’s
investigation of a research question. For this reason, I do want you to describe something about that research question.
If you were supplied with adequate information (and you should have been given some), then you need to describe this
in your own words. The experimenter/owner of the survey should have at least given enough information at the
beginning in order to allow you to give your informed consent, but was there enough information? Can you give your
‘informed’ consent if you don’t fully know what the study will be about? If the researcher didn’t ‘inform’ you, then there
is something to write about straight away (this could be an ethical problem and discussing this could be a demonstration
of critical thinking, c.f. Learning Outcome 2). Then you can ask yourself ‘did they, at any point, let me know what they
were looking for?’ If the answer is still no, then you can give your interpretation of what you thought they were looking
for, based on the information available.

The following will help you structure your essay and refers explicitly to each of the Unit Learning Outcomes

Introduction
Give some historical background to the area, setting the scene, c.f. context. Research is not conducted in a theoretical
vacuum and there must have been some theoretical and/or empirical basis for conducting the study. What was that
theoretical basis? Was it made explicit or was it necessary for you to deduce it for yourself? If it was the latter, you can
include information here that you believe is relevant. You may use here some or all of the 4 citations that you
researched for Assessment 3. Often with a survey or an experiment, there is an attempt to disguise the purpose of the
questions, but was the purpose obvious to you? Don’t worry if this doesn't match what the experimenter had intended,
i'm interested in your views. I want to see you expressing your (critical) thinking and there are no extra marks for for
correctly guessing the ‘true’ hypothesis being investigated by the researcher. Whether you’ve been told, or had to
determine for yourself, what the study was about, this is an opportunity for you to do some research (c.f. Learning
Outcome 7, literature research is one of those skills that forms that basis of lifelong learning and can be demonstrated
here). I’m hoping that you will read at least some original journal articles, but book chapters are acceptable (c.f.
Assessment 3). Where possible, try to link your thoughts about the study to theoretical aspects of psychology that you
may have encountered elsewhere (i.e. synthesis, c.f. Learning Outcome 3). For example, after taking part in a study
on self-esteem, is there anything you learnt about self esteem elsewhere in the unit or indeed from any other source?

https://sportal.cqu.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0026/107684/APA_Referencing_Guide-2019.pdf


You could go further and ask if there is anything that you’ve learnt elsewhere that might have an effect on self esteem,
but which wasn't questioned in the study (c.f. Learning Outcome 2, critical thinking). Whenever you state a ‘fact’ (e.g.
"90% of adults experience acute anxiety at some point in their lives") remember to support it with a citation. Someone
did this research and showed this to be the case and you need to acknowledge that source (c.f. Learning Outcome 4,
APA formatting). I’ve set a minimum requirement of 4 with regards the number of citations in order to meet the criteria,
but there won’t be more marks given for more citations per se. For additional citations, I would prefer to see journal
articles or other primary sources, but secondary sources  are acceptable for this unit. All citations must be properly
formatted and listed in an American Psychological Association (APA) formatted reference section (see the APA style
manual and the resources on the unit Moodle page, c.f. Learning Outcome 4). Your personal opinion is different and
doesn’t need to be supported in the same way, but you do still need to make it clear on what basis you formed this
opinion or how you logically came to this opinion (this ability to construct a rational/logical argument is another example
of a way in which Learning Outcome 7 will be assessed).

Main body
When you come to write about your experience of taking part in the study (or watching the video), I would like you to
give a description of what you took part in (or saw), with as much procedural information as you can, including a
description of experimental items or materials and an overview of the design, so far as you were aware of it. But I’m
most interested in your interpretation of the study and your reaction to it. For example, how taking part in this study (or
watching the video) informed your thinking or learning? How has your previous learning influenced your approach to this
study? How might your previous views and beliefs have influenced your approach to this study? (Learning Outcome 2,
critical thinking). Like other forms of academic writing, you should construct this essay logically and systematically. Use
sub-headings if you feel they’re useful, though they’re not a requirement (a demonstration of Learning Outcome 7,
lifelong learning). APA format must be used throughout. (c.f. Learning Outcome 4), but remember this is also about
your subjective experience, so I would expect you to describe your thoughts, feelings and concerns. The latter (if you
have any) may extend to ethical concerns or issues about the type of questions and the effect they may have on a
person. For example, does the need for knowledge justify the questions asked/procedures performed?

Conclusions
Here is a chance to hone your critical thinking skills (c.f. Learning Outcome 2). In these final paragraphs, you can
summarise the preceding section and speculate about how the research might be extended. What other questions might
be explored, related to those in the study you took part in (video you watched)? What limitations were there to the study
so far as you could see? Like other sections, the reference section Must be formatted according to APA format (Learning
Outcome 4).

Assessment Due Date
Week 10 Friday (21 Sept 2018) 11:00 pm AEST
Essay must be submitted through the unit Moodle site
Return Date to Students
Review/Exam Week Friday (12 Oct 2018)
Assessments will be returned with feedback that can be used to improve essay writing in Level 2
Weighting
50%
Assessment Criteria
The essay must be formatted throughout using APA format, including a title page. Sub-headings may be
used, but are not necessary. Citations must be used throughout to support all reported findings, theories or
quotations, though direct quotations should be avoided where possible. The word count will include all words
from and including the first word of the essay (including title page) to the last word of the conclusions, and
includes any in-text citations or captions within the text, but does not include references or appendices. An
assignment which does not fall within 10% above or below the specified word count will be subject to a word
count penalty of 2% for every 50 words above or below, up to 10% of the total possible grade for the
assignment. Words in assignments that exceed 10% of the word-count are not assessed/marked and this
may also affect the marks given.
Your essay will be assessed according to the following marking scheme which will be used to assess the
Unit Learning Outcomes. The total final mark is out of 60 which will be converted to a proportion of the 50%
total assignment marks available for this unit. Marks will be awarded from 0 - 15 for each of the following
criteria, with the exception of length which is negatively marked.
1. Length: A negative marking scheme will be used to deduct 2 marks for every 50 words over or under the
allowable word length.
2. Evidence of critical thinking: Work displays evidence of critical thought by evaluating, analysing and
examining the major assumptions surrounding the topic material. (e.g. using research to find contradictory



evidence, highlighting confounds, self-reflection and questioning one’s own assumptions).
3. Evidence of Literature search and appropriate use of citations with evidence of synthesis of
ideas and knowledge: Essay shows evidence of a literature review that utilises appropriate and relevant
resources. The 4 references from Assessment 3 should be included in Assessment 4. Citations are included
in-text, indicating to the reader the source of the ideas/material obtained. References are not simply
‘tacked-on’ in order to pad out the paper but rather they support, refute or bolster the main point/s of the
paper.
4. Rational/logical development of arguments: Essay is set out according to a logical pattern. There is
no single right way to do this, however what is important is that the argument/s must be presented in a
fashion whereby the reader can easily follow their progression and development.
5. Effective communication style and structure: The essay must be presented in APA format, including
the following elements…
· Title page: Showing author name, affiliation, etc. (see APA manual for details).
· Title: Must have a title that describes well the topic to be discussed.
· Introduction: Not more than one paragraph, giving the reader some historical background and setting the
scene.
· Main Body: Develop the main themes of your chosen topic here using citations of research, personal
reflection and critical thinking.
· Conclusions: One or two paragraphs summarising the preceding section and, most importantly, giving
your assessment of the status and possible future directions of the area in terms of research development.
· Reference section: Must include full references for all citations used in the essay.

Referencing Style

American Psychological Association 6th Edition (APA 6th edition)

Submission
Online
Submission Instructions
Essay should be uploaded into Moodle. Please ensure that the upload setting is set from draft to final before the
deadline.

https://sportal.cqu.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0026/107684/APA_Referencing_Guide-2019.pdf


Academic Integrity Statement

As a CQUniversity student you are expected to act honestly in all aspects of your academic work.

Any assessable work undertaken or submitted for review or assessment must be your own work. Assessable work is any
type of work you do to meet the assessment requirements in the unit, including draft work submitted for review and
feedback and final work to be assessed.

When you use the ideas, words or data of others in your assessment, you must thoroughly and clearly acknowledge the
source of this information by using the correct referencing style for your unit. Using others’ work without proper
acknowledgement may be considered a form of intellectual dishonesty.

Participating honestly, respectfully, responsibly, and fairly in your university study ensures the CQUniversity qualification
you earn will be valued as a true indication of your individual academic achievement and will continue to receive the
respect and recognition it deserves.

As a student, you are responsible for reading and following CQUniversity’s policies, including the Student Academic
Integrity Policy and Procedure. This policy sets out CQUniversity’s expectations of you to act with integrity,
examples of academic integrity breaches to avoid, the processes used to address alleged breaches of academic
integrity, and potential penalties.

What is a breach of academic integrity?
A breach of academic integrity includes but is not limited to plagiarism, self-plagiarism, collusion, cheating, contract
cheating, and academic misconduct. The Student Academic Integrity Policy and Procedure defines what these terms
mean and gives examples.

Why is academic integrity important?
A breach of academic integrity may result in one or more penalties, including suspension or even expulsion from the
University. It can also have negative implications for student visas and future enrolment at CQUniversity or elsewhere.
Students who engage in contract cheating also risk being blackmailed by contract cheating services.

Where can I get assistance?
For academic advice and guidance, the Academic Learning Centre (ALC) can support you in becoming confident in
completing assessments with integrity and of high standard.

What can you do to act with integrity?

https://www.cqu.edu.au/policy?collection=policy-v2&form=policy&profile=_default&query=Student+Academic+Integrity+Policy+and+Procedure
https://www.cqu.edu.au/policy?collection=policy-v2&form=policy&profile=_default&query=Student+Academic+Integrity+Policy+and+Procedure
https://www.cqu.edu.au/student-life/academic-learning-centre

