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All details in this unit profile for SPCH12002 have been officially approved by CQUniversity and represent a learning
partnership between the University and you (our student).The information will not be changed unless absolutely
necessary and any change will be clearly indicated by an approved correction included in the profile.

General Information

Overview
In this unit you will investigate language and literacy development, assessment and intervention for children in the first
five years of life. You will develop knowledge in how to support language and literacy needs for children who are
culturally or linguistically diverse, have hearing loss or a disability. The International Classification of Functioning,
Disability and Health framework, and the principles of evidence-based, and interprofessional practice will be applied
throughout the unit.

Details
Career Level: Undergraduate
Unit Level: Level 2
Credit Points: 6
Student Contribution Band: 8
Fraction of Full-Time Student Load: 0.125

Pre-requisites or Co-requisites
Pre-requisites: ALLH11001 - Introduction to Allied Health Practice SPCH11001 - Introduction to Communication and
Swallowing SPCH12006 - Linguistics PSYC11010 - Fundamentals of Psychology ALLH11006 - Life Course Development for
Health Professionals SPCH12008 Phonetics    
Important note: Students enrolled in a subsequent unit who failed their pre-requisite unit, should drop the subsequent
unit before the census date or within 10 working days of Fail grade notification. Students who do not drop the unit in this
timeframe cannot later drop the unit without academic and financial liability. See details in the Assessment Policy and
Procedure (Higher Education Coursework).

Offerings For Term 1 - 2026
Rockhampton

Attendance Requirements
All on-campus students are expected to attend scheduled classes – in some units, these classes are identified as a
mandatory (pass/fail) component and attendance is compulsory. International students, on a student visa, must
maintain a full time study load and meet both attendance and academic progress requirements in each study period
(satisfactory attendance for International students is defined as maintaining at least an 80% attendance record).

Website
This unit has a website, within the Moodle system, which is available two weeks before the start of term. It is important
that you visit your Moodle site throughout the term. Please visit Moodle for more information.

https://www.cqu.edu.au/policy
https://www.cqu.edu.au/policy
https://moodle.cqu.edu.au
https://moodle.cqu.edu.au


Class and Assessment Overview

Recommended Student Time Commitment
Each 6-credit Undergraduate unit at CQUniversity requires an overall time commitment of an average of 12.5 hours of
study per week, making a total of 150 hours for the unit.

Class Timetable
Regional Campuses
Bundaberg, Cairns, Emerald, Gladstone, Mackay, Rockhampton, Townsville
Metropolitan Campuses
Adelaide, Brisbane, Melbourne, Perth, Sydney

Assessment Overview
1. Case Study
Weighting: 50%
2. Oral Examination
Weighting: 50%
3. Portfolio
Weighting: Pass/Fail

Assessment Grading
This is a graded unit: your overall grade will be calculated from the marks or grades for each assessment task, based on
the relative weightings shown in the table above. You must obtain an overall mark for the unit of at least 50%, or an
overall grade of 'pass' in order to pass the unit. If any 'pass/fail' tasks are shown in the table above they must also be
completed successfully ('pass' grade). You must also meet any minimum mark requirements specified for a particular
assessment task, as detailed in the 'assessment task' section (note that in some instances, the minimum mark for a task
may be greater than 50%). Consult the University's Grades and Results Policy for more details of interim results and final
grades.

CQUniversity Policies

All University policies are available on the CQUniversity Policy site.
You may wish to view these policies:
Grades and Results Policy
Assessment Policy and Procedure (Higher Education Coursework)
Review of Grade Procedure
Student Academic Integrity Policy and Procedure
Monitoring Academic Progress (MAP) Policy and Procedure – Domestic Students
Monitoring Academic Progress (MAP) Policy and Procedure – International Students
Student Refund and Credit Balance Policy and Procedure
Student Feedback – Compliments and Complaints Policy and Procedure
Information and Communications Technology Acceptable Use Policy and Procedure

This list is not an exhaustive list of all University policies. The full list of University policies are available on the
CQUniversity Policy site.

https://handbook.cqu.edu.au/facet/timetables
https://handbook.cqu.edu.au/facet/timetables
https://www.cqu.edu.au/policy/sharepoint-document-download?file_uri=%7BBE8380F3-F86D-4C55-AC0D-84A81EAFD6A2%7D/Grades%20and%20Results%20Procedure.pdf
https://policy.cqu.edu.au/
https://policy.cqu.edu.au/


Previous Student Feedback

Feedback, Recommendations and Responses
Every unit is reviewed for enhancement each year. At the most recent review, the following staff and student feedback
items were identified and recommendations were made.

Feedback from SUTE unit comments
Feedback
Students would like an exemplar of a completed intervention/therapy plan for a client.
Recommendation
It is recommended that the unit coordinator create an exemplar completed intervention/therapy plan for a case study
client for students to review.

Unit Learning Outcomes

On successful completion of this unit, you will be able to:
Discuss the development of children’s language and literacy skills in the first five years of life1.
Examine children’s language and literacy skills using informal and formal assessment measures and strategies2.
Describe the impact of language and literacy difficulties for children with diverse needs within the context of the3.
International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health framework using clear and concise language
Apply principles of evidence-based and interprofessional practice when planning prevention and management strategies4.
for young children with various language and literacy needs at an individual, family and community level.
Demonstrate compliance with work integrated learning requirements as determined by the Practice Education5.
Handbook.



Alignment of Learning Outcomes, Assessment and Graduate Attributes

— N/A
Level

⚫ Introductory
Level

⚫ Intermediate
Level

⚫ Graduate
Level

⚬ Professional
Level

⚬ Advanced
Level

Alignment of Assessment Tasks to Learning Outcomes
Assessment Tasks Learning Outcomes

1 2 3 4 5

1 - Case Study - 50% ⚫ ⚫

2 - Oral Examination - 50% ⚫ ⚫ ⚫

3 - Portfolio - 0% ⚫

Alignment of Graduate Attributes to Learning Outcomes
Graduate Attributes Learning Outcomes

1 2 3 4 5

1 - Communication ⚫ ⚫ ⚫ ⚫

2 - Problem Solving ⚫ ⚫ ⚫

3 - Critical Thinking ⚫ ⚫ ⚫ ⚫

4 - Information Literacy ⚫ ⚫ ⚫ ⚫

5 - Team Work

6 - Information Technology Competence ⚫

7 - Cross Cultural Competence ⚫ ⚫ ⚫

8 - Ethical practice ⚫ ⚫ ⚫

9 - Social Innovation

10 - First Nations Knowledges

11 - Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Cultures



Textbooks and Resources

Textbooks
SPCH12002
Supplementary
Language Disorders from Infancy through Adolescence (5th ed.)
Edition: 6th (2024)
Authors: Paul, R., Norbury, C & Gosse, C.
Elsevier
USA
ISBN: 9780323830157
Binding: Hardcover

IT Resources
You will need access to the following IT resources:

CQUniversity Student Email
Internet
Unit Website (Moodle)

Referencing Style

All submissions for this unit must use the referencing style: American Psychological Association 7th Edition (APA 7th
edition)
For further information, see the Assessment Tasks.

Teaching Contacts

Clancy Conlon Unit Coordinator
c.conlon@cqu.edu.au

Schedule

Week 1 - 09 Mar 2026
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic
The online lectures and face to face
tutorial will cover:
• Theories on language development.
• Language development for children
0-2 years. 

Readings will be outlined on Moodle.

Week 2 - 16 Mar 2026
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic
The online lectures and face to face
tutorial will cover:
• Language and literacy development
for children 3-5 years.

Readings will be outlined on Moodle.

Week 3 - 23 Mar 2026
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic
The online lectures and face to face
tutorial will cover:
• Play and cognition development in
children 0-5 years.

Readings will be outlined on Moodle.

Week 4 - 30 Mar 2026
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic

https://delivery-cqucontenthub.stylelabs.cloud/api/public/content/apa-referencing-style.pdf?v=51e1aea7
https://delivery-cqucontenthub.stylelabs.cloud/api/public/content/apa-referencing-style.pdf?v=51e1aea7
mailto:c.conlon@cqu.edu.au


The online lectures and face to face
tutorial will cover:
• Informal language assessments.

Readings will be outlined on Moodle.

Week 5 - 06 Apr 2026
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic
The online lectures and face to face
tutorial will cover:
• Formal language assessments.

Readings will be outlined on Moodle.

Week 6 - 13 Apr 2026
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic
The online lectures and face to face
tutorial will cover:
• Formal language assessments.

Readings will be outlined on Moodle.

Vacation Week - 20 Apr 2026
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic

Week 7 - 27 Apr 2026
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic
The online lectures and face to face
tutorial will cover:
• Differential diagnosis.

Readings will be outlined on Moodle.

Week 8 - 04 May 2026
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic

The online lectures and face to face
tutorial will cover:
• Principles of language intervention.

Readings will be outlined on Moodle.
Case Study Due: Week 8 Thursday (7
May 2026) 9:00 am AEST
Hurdle Assessment Due: Week 8 Friday
(8 May 2026) 5:00 pm AEST

Week 9 - 11 May 2026
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic
The online lectures and face to face
tutorial will cover:
• Designing intervention with children
and their families.

Readings will be outlined on Moodle.

Week 10 - 18 May 2026
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic
The online lectures and face to face
tutorial will cover:
• Creating evidence-based therapy
plans - part 1.

Readings will be outlined on Moodle.

Week 11 - 25 May 2026
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic
The online lectures and face to face
tutorial will cover:
• Creating evidence-based therapy
plans - part 2.

Readings will be outlined on Moodle.

Week 12 - 01 Jun 2026
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic
The online lectures and face to face
tutorial will cover:
• Problem solving and flexible thinking
when working with children and their
families.

Readings will be outlined on Moodle.

Exam Week - 08 Jun 2026
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic

Vacation/Exam Week - 15 Jun 2026
Module/Topic Chapter Events and Submissions/Topic



Viva Due: Vacation/Exam Week
Monday (15 June 2026) 11:45 pm AEST

Assessment Tasks

1 Case Study
Assessment Type
Case Study
Task Description
You will be provided with a case history and the results of a formal assessment for a case study child. For this
assessment task you will need to review the information provided and analyse the assessment results. To do this, you
will need to refer to the assessment manual of the formal assessment, which is located in the speech pathology
assessment cupboard. A template to complete this task has been provided on your Moodle page. 
Section 1: Assessment Interpretation

Outline the pertinent aspects of the case history with reference to the literature. Pertinent aspects of the case1.
history are those that indicate the client may be experiencing communication difficulties or aspects which may
impact the client’s communication development (such as individual, family or community factors).
Analyse the formal assessment results and provide an interpretation of what these assessment results mean.2.
Students are expected to analyse and interpret all aspects of the formal assessment provided including subtests.
For results interpretation, students must adhere to the assessment manual.

Section 2: Differential Diagnosis
Outline a differential diagnosis for the client based on the information provided. This should be one sentence.1.
Justify your differential diagnosis for the client with reference to the case history information, the assessment results2.
and high-quality literature. As part of the justification, students should refer to the diagnostic criteria for the
diagnosis given.

Section 3: Recommendations for further assessment or information gathering
Provide two recommendations for further assessment or information gathering for the client. Each recommendation1.
should be no more than two sentences.
Justify each recommendation (therefore you should have two justifications) with reference to high-quality literature.2.

 
Level of AI use allowed:

Level 2: You may use AI for planning, idea development, and research. Your final submission should show how you
have developed and refined these ideas.

Assessment Due Date
Week 8 Thursday (7 May 2026) 9:00 am AEST

This assessment task must be uploaded to Moodle by the due date/time.

Return Date to Students
Week 10 Thursday (21 May 2026)

Feedback will be uploaded to Moodle

Weighting
50%
Minimum mark or grade
This is a must pass assessment task. Students must receive a grade of 50% to pass this assessment task.
Assessment Criteria
You will be marked against four criteria for this assessment task:

Your ability to analyse, interpret, and explain the assessment results in relation to a case. This section is worth 45%.1.
Your ability to integrate case information and assessment results to describe the client’s communication profile2.
including initial diagnostic decision making. This section is worth 15%.
Your ability to apply clinical reasoning skills to make appropriate recommendations for further assessment and your3.
ability to justify these in reference to the case study information and the literature. This section is worth 30%.
Your ability to use appropriate formatting; academic writing conventions including grammar and use of APA 7th4.
edition referencing. This section is worth 10%.



Please see the CB87 Academic Integrity handout: https://moodle.cqu.edu.au/mod/resource/view.php?id=3805644,
located on the Speech Pathology Course Wide Moodle page for information on paraphrasing, source quality, and artificial
intelligence use across units in the speech pathology course. 

Referencing Style
American Psychological Association 7th Edition (APA 7th edition)

Submission
Online
Submission Instructions
This assessment task must be uploaded to Moodle by the due date/time.
Learning Outcomes Assessed

Discuss the development of children’s language and literacy skills in the first five years of life
Examine children’s language and literacy skills using informal and formal assessment measures and strategies

2 Viva
Assessment Type
Oral Examination
Task Description
For this assessment task, you will be required to complete a 20-minute viva (an oral assessment in the form of an
interview) based on a paediatric clinical scenario. Your viva will occur on Monday the 15th of June 2026 OR Tuesday the
16th of June 2026 between 8:00am and 6:00pm on the Rockhampton North Campus. Your specific time allocation will be
provided at least four weeks prior to the viva occurring via Moodle. Your viva will be video recorded for assessment
marking purposes.
Your viva promptly commences at the time listed on Moodle. Please ensure that you arrive at least 5 minutes prior to
your scheduled time and sit outside of the allocated room. If you are less than 5 minutes late, you will be permitted to
complete your viva, however the amount of time you were late, will be deducted from section 1 (and other sections
sequentially as applicable). For example, if your viva was scheduled for 9:00am and you attend at 9:02am, you will be
given 3 minutes for section 1 instead of 5 minutes. If you arrive more than 5 minutes past your scheduled viva time, this
will be considered as non-attendance. Please note that as per section 5.54 in the Higher Education Assessment Policy
Higher Education Assessment Policy, late penalties do not apply to this assessment task. If you do not attend and
complete this assessment task at the specified date/time, you will receive a mark of zero. In the event that you are
unable to attend the assessment task for reasons outlined in the Higher Education Assessment Policy, you must submit
an extension request through Moodle.
 The stages of the viva have been outlined below:
Step 1: One week prior to your viva you will be provided basic case history information and the assessment results of a
paediatric client which will pertain to the developmental areas of language and literacy. In preparation for your viva, you
are expected to research your case, and prepare to answer questions in relation to the following areas.
Step 2: You will arrive and sit outside of the allocated room at least 5 minutes prior to the time outlined on Moodle. 
Step 3: Your examiner will ask 2 questions about differential diagnosis and impact. You will be given 4 minutes to answer
these questions.
Step 4: Your examiner will ask 3 questions about goal setting. You will be given 6 minutes to answer these questions.
Step 6: Your examiner will ask 4 questions about evidence-based therapy planning. You will be given 8 minutes to
answer these questions.
Step 7: Your examiner will ask 1 question about problem-solving for diverse populations. You will be given 2 minutes to
answer this question.
 
Grace Period: 
The 72-hour grace period does not apply to this assessment.  
Level of GenAI use allowed: 
Level 2: You may use AI for planning, idea development and research. Your final submission should show how you have
developed and refined these ideas.

Assessment Due Date
Vacation/Exam Week Monday (15 June 2026) 11:45 pm AEST

This viva will be scheduled on the 15th or 16th of June between 8:00am and 6:00pm. Students must attend and
complete their viva at the day and time outlined on Moodle.

Return Date to Students
Vacation/Exam Week Friday (19 June 2026)

Feedback will be uploaded to Moodle.

https://moodle.cqu.edu.au/mod/resource/view.php?id=3805644
https://delivery-cqucontenthub.stylelabs.cloud/api/public/content/apa-referencing-style.pdf?v=51e1aea7
https://delivery-cqucontenthub.stylelabs.cloud/api/public/content/assessment-policy-and-procedure-higher-education-coursework-937892.pdf


Weighting
50%
Minimum mark or grade
This is a must pass assessment task. Students must receive a grade of 50% to pass this assessment task.
Assessment Criteria
You will be marked against five criteria for this assessment task:

Your ability to analyse and integrate assessment information to provide an accurate differential diagnosis. This1.
section is worth 20%.
Your ability to analyse and interpret assessment information to inform the development of appropriate and effective2.
goals that align with evidence-based practice and client needs. This section is worth 25%.
Your ability to create and justify a holistic client-centred therapy plan. This section is worth 40%.3.
Your ability to demonstrate problem solving skills by making adjustments to your therapy plan when presented with4.
a change to a therapy case. This section is worth 10%.
Your professionalism and communication throughout the viva. This includes your use of appropriate, respectful and5.
professionally acceptable language when discussing client’s with communication difficulties. This section is worth
5%.

Please see the CB87 Academic Integrity handout: https://moodle.cqu.edu.au/mod/resource/view.php?id=3805644,
located on the Speech Pathology Course Wide Moodle page for information on paraphrasing, source quality, and artificial
intelligence use across units in the speech pathology course. 

Referencing Style
American Psychological Association 7th Edition (APA 7th edition)

Submission
No submission method provided.
Submission Instructions
No documents are required to be uploaded to Moodle. Students must attend and complete their viva at the time outlined
on Moodle.
Learning Outcomes Assessed

Examine children’s language and literacy skills using informal and formal assessment measures and strategies
Describe the impact of language and literacy difficulties for children with diverse needs within the context of the
International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health framework using clear and concise language
Apply principles of evidence-based and interprofessional practice when planning prevention and management
strategies for young children with various language and literacy needs at an individual, family and community level.

3 Hurdle Assessment
Assessment Type
Portfolio
Task Description
SPCH12002 is a pre-requisite unit for future Work Integrated Learning units which involve completing clinical
placements. Prior to your commencement of any clinical placement, there are a number of mandatory pre-clinical
requirements that must be completed. In order to be eligible to pass this unit, all pre-clinical requirements must be
completed, and evidence of completion of each requirement submitted via the online platform SONIA by no later than
Week 8 Friday at 5:00pm (May 8, 2026).
After submission, your assessment will undergo a compliance review over a two-week period to ensure it meets all
required standards. If your submission meets all requirements, no further action is needed and you will receive
confirmation of this through receipt of a pass grade. If errors are identified in your submission, you will receive specific
instructions on how to correct these issues. You are then required to follow the provided instructions to address all
identified errors and submit the corrected assessment by the Correction Submission Deadline Week 12 Friday at 4:00pm
(June 5, 2026) via the same platform (SONIA). Failure to submit corrections by the deadline will result in a FAIL grade for
this assessment. 
CB87 Mandatory Check Guide contains all information required to complete the preclinical requirements. Please note
that these requirements are mandated by authorities and facilities external to CQUniversity and are subject to change at
any time. Pre-clinical requirements will be presented and discussed in week 1.
Results for this hurdle will be available once completion of all pre-clinical requirements is confirmed by the practice
education coordinator.
Grace Period: 
The 72-hour grace period does not apply to this assessment.  
Level of AI use allowed:
Level 1: You must not use AI at any point during the assessment. You must demonstrate your core knowledge and skills.

https://moodle.cqu.edu.au/mod/resource/view.php?id=3805644
https://delivery-cqucontenthub.stylelabs.cloud/api/public/content/apa-referencing-style.pdf?v=51e1aea7
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RjRbZw6Yxd5YVZt2FR3cIsbT1Ly3GgXk/view


Assessment Due Date
Week 8 Friday (8 May 2026) 5:00 pm AEST

Students must upload evidence of all mandatory checks by the due date to SONIA.

Return Date to Students
Week 10 Friday (22 May 2026)

Results will be accessible on Moodle within two weeks of the due dates.

Weighting
Pass/Fail
Minimum mark or grade
This is a pass/fail assessment task. Students must complete all mandatory checks to pass this assessment task and the
unit.
Assessment Criteria
This is a pass/fail assessment task. Information on each mandatory check and how students may complete each
mandatory check will be outlined on Moodle. This information can also be accessed through the CB87 Mandatory Check
Guide.

Referencing Style
American Psychological Association 7th Edition (APA 7th edition)

Submission
Online
Submission Instructions
Students must upload evidence of all mandatory checks by the due date to SONIA.
Learning Outcomes Assessed

Demonstrate compliance with work integrated learning requirements as determined by the Practice Education
Handbook.

Academic Integrity Statement

As a CQUniversity student you are expected to act honestly in all aspects of your academic work.

Any assessable work undertaken or submitted for review or assessment must be your own work. Assessable work is any
type of work you do to meet the assessment requirements in the unit, including draft work submitted for review and
feedback and final work to be assessed.

When you use the ideas, words or data of others in your assessment, you must thoroughly and clearly acknowledge the
source of this information by using the correct referencing style for your unit. Using others’ work without proper
acknowledgement may be considered a form of intellectual dishonesty.

Participating honestly, respectfully, responsibly, and fairly in your university study ensures the CQUniversity qualification
you earn will be valued as a true indication of your individual academic achievement and will continue to receive the
respect and recognition it deserves.

As a student, you are responsible for reading and following CQUniversity’s policies, including the Student Academic
Integrity Policy and Procedure. This policy sets out CQUniversity’s expectations of you to act with integrity, examples of
academic integrity breaches to avoid, the processes used to address alleged breaches of academic integrity, and
potential penalties.

What is a breach of academic integrity?
A breach of academic integrity includes but is not limited to plagiarism, self-plagiarism, collusion, cheating, contract
cheating, and academic misconduct. The Student Academic Integrity Policy and Procedure defines what these terms
mean and gives examples.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RjRbZw6Yxd5YVZt2FR3cIsbT1Ly3GgXk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RjRbZw6Yxd5YVZt2FR3cIsbT1Ly3GgXk/view
https://delivery-cqucontenthub.stylelabs.cloud/api/public/content/apa-referencing-style.pdf?v=51e1aea7
https://www.cqu.edu.au/policy?collection=policy-v2&form=policy&profile=_default&query=Student+Academic+Integrity+Policy+and+Procedure
https://www.cqu.edu.au/policy?collection=policy-v2&form=policy&profile=_default&query=Student+Academic+Integrity+Policy+and+Procedure


Why is academic integrity important?
A breach of academic integrity may result in one or more penalties, including suspension or even expulsion from the
University. It can also have negative implications for student visas and future enrolment at CQUniversity or elsewhere.
Students who engage in contract cheating also risk being blackmailed by contract cheating services.

Where can I get assistance?
For academic advice and guidance, the Academic Learning Centre (ALC) can support you in becoming confident in
completing assessments with integrity and of high standard.

What can you do to act with integrity?

https://www.cqu.edu.au/student-life/academic-learning-centre

